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Mosquito Dunks and Mosquito Bits: How They Work and Where to Get Them 
 
How They Work 
Mosquito Dunks and Mosquito Bits are formulations containing Bti (Bacillus 
thuringiensis subspecies israelensis). Bti is a naturally occurring bacterium, found in soils. Bti 
contains spores that have evolved to produce toxins that specifically target larvae of 
mosquitoes, blackfly, and fungus gnat.  
 
Because the Bti toxins are specific to a particular species, they cause no harm to humans, pets, 
other species (including pollinator insects), or plants. The toxins are completely biodegradable, 
so they do not accumulate within any food chain. 
 
Mosquito Dunks are sold as 2” disks that float in pools such as GAT mosquito traps, birdbaths, 
and fishponds.  Mosquito Bits are sold as smaller granules for sprinkling on the surface of 
shallow water such as standing puddles. 
 
Maintenance: If the Dunk Has Sunk, You Must Replunk!  
Mosquito Dunks are  effective for as long as they float or about 30 days. When they sink or 
dissolve, add another.  Mosquito Bits should be refreshed every 1-2 weeks. 
 
Where to Get Them 
Mosquito Dunks and Mosquito Bits are sold at many local nurseries, garden supply stores, 
home improvement stores, and online retailers.  
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